
PollUnit Basic Instructions
How to get started creating a photo contest or critique session. 

www.pollunit.com
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A quick overview….
With the ongoing Pandemic disrupting all of our lives, our camera club activities have also been adversely 
affected. Most clubs run contests and critiques on a regular basis and not meeting in person has made it difficult 
to hold these activities efficiently. There are a number of programs and websites out there to make hosting a 
contest possible, varying in prices with some having a monthly fee and others based on the number of 
participants. In my search to find a program that would work for our club, I came across a website called 
PollUnit. As I reviewed the information on their website, it looked like a good fit and was pretty inexpensive, 
starting at just $8.00 per month with an annual subscription under $30.00 for the level we needed. I started out 
with a free account just to make a test run and shared it with board members from our club and we all agreed 
that overall the process was easy to complete but not without some minor issues we needed to correct or 
workout but after that, it has been a very effective program to use.

Set up was fairly easy as was the voting process. The program offers a lot of flexibility to the user on how 
each contest can be created and how the results are viewed. You can make the voting anonymous if needed 
and you can have a comment section if you are doing a critique. You can set up specific times the contest is 
available to vote on and you can enable participants to include their name when they start voting so you know 
who voted in case the link or password gets out to the public. You can embed the contest into your website 
which makes getting your members to participate much better and you can make each contest password 
protected. If you don’t want to embed it, you can send a direct link to your members via email.

I have included some slides to get you started but this is in no way a full 
tutorial of how to set up and use the program.



After creating an account, log in on this screen.



Click on Create PollUnit upper right to start new contest.



Click on Photo Contest to start gallery set up.



Start filling out the form with all of the needed information then click Next at the 
bottom of the page.



Add your images here and check the appropriate options in the lower box and 
then click Next to proceed.



On this page you can choose the overall look of the gallery. Choosing basic Gray 
seems to work well. One you choose the theme, click Next to continue.



On the next 3 pages you can enter the advanced options as needed for your 
contest or critique.



Continue filling out options.



Continue filling out options. When done click Next to continue.



On this page you can choose to email a link to participants or you can choose 
the option to embed the PollUnit (see next few pages).



To embed the PollUnit into your website, go to the log in page, click on your 
account then click on My Pollunits.



Choose the Gallery you want to embed and click on the 3 dots for a drop down. 
Choose Embedding. These are all of the available options you can use.



Once your PollUnit is complete and you follow the link, this is similar to what you 
will see.



This is a sample gallery. Note the stars under the images used for rating. The 
rating is auto tabulated but you can hide this when voting.



After a participant is done voting, an email is generated to the email address 
associated with the account so you know you have some activity.



Thank you for taking the time to look at this presentation 
and I hope it helps you decide if this is a good program 
for your club to host contests and critiques. 

If you do have questions, I would be happy to try and 
help answer them for you. Please send me an email at 
wi_psa_smd@icloud.com and I will get back to you as 
soon as I can. 

Thanks Again, 

Marty Welter 
Wisconsin PSA State Membership Director
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